Language and Politics: The Use of Arabic among Arabs and Jews in Israel

Benjamin Hary, Emory University

Resumen conferencia:

Judeo-Arabic, a religiolect that has been spoken and written in various forms by
Jews throughout the Arabic-speaking world, can help us conceive of the cultural
dimension of Israel’s integration in the Middle East by establishing Israel as a true
bi- (or even multi-) lingual state where both Hebrew and Arabic (as well as other
languages) serve as the functioning and official languages of the state, in the same
way that Finish and Swedish are used in Helsinki or various languages are used in
India.

This lecture reviews the history and the structure of Judeo-Arabic with its
literature that deals for the most part with Jewish topics and is written by Jews for
a Jewish readership. The presentation also tackles some terminological issues,
especially with respect to the denotation of Arabic-speaking Jews. It concentrates
on the modern use of Judeo-Arabic in Israel and elsewhere among Arabic-speaking
Jews. It connects the issue to the politics of Arabic in general in Israeli political and
cultural life. Furthermore, [ will compare the situation in Israel to that in Sri Lanka.
The language policy proposals, advanced in this essay, will not only help Israel
integrate into the Arab Middle East but will also help its Arabic-speaking citizens
feel more connected to the State of Israel.
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