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Takfir: A diachronic perspective-
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Calle Albasanz, 26-28. 28037 Madrid

The  workshop deals with a series of cases, from 

different periods and different parts of the 

Muslim world, of individuals or groups that 

used the instrument of takfir to brand their 

opponents—again, either individuals or 

groups—as unbelievers who could, or should, 

be combated. Each case presented will be placed 

in the socio-political and religious milieu in 

which the condemnation was first voiced and, 

though not nearly always, Given physical 

expression. Speakers will address questions 

such as: What were the beliefs and/or practices 

that gave rise to accusations of unbelief, and 

what was objectionable about them in the eyes of 

the ones who condemned them? How was the 

takfir publicized, and how was it justified? To 

what extent was takfir sanctioned by religious 

and/or political authorities? (or, conversely, to 

what extent were the latter themselves the 

object of takfir?) What sources and precedents 

are cited by the accusers? What were the 

practical consequences for individuals or 

groups targeted with accusations of intolerable 

unbelief? How did they defend themselves 

against the accusations? Were there any third 

parties who defended them? Who were the ones 

who carried out the punishment incurred for 

kufr? What were the practical consequences of 

their actions (e.g., were they, in turn, punished 

by the authorities?) Did the condemners or the 

condemned receive a hero-like status in the eyes 

of (sections of) the population?
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Monday 24 October

First  session

Second  session

Third  session

Fourth  session

8.30-9.00      Registration
9.00-9:30      Opening addresses (Director CCHS, organizers)

Hussam S. TIMANI, "Takfîr in classical Islamic 

thought: the Khârijî ideology".
Scott KUGLE, “Liwât as apostasy: an early case of 

takfîr”.
  Ersilia FRANCESCA, "Self-defining through faith: 

the wilâya and barâ´a dynamics among early 

Ibâdîs".
Discussion
Coffee  break

Steven JUDD, "Umayyad-era Qadarites: kâfirûn, 

munâfiqûn, or something else?"
Miklos MURANYI, "Sunni opposition to unbelief 

and heretic tendencies as reflected in some hitherto 

unused documents from Qayrawân".
Istvan KRISTO-NAGY, "Why the takfîr of the 

zanâdiqa? Struggle and interaction between 

monotheism and dualism".
Discussion
Lunch

Zoltan SZOMBATHY, "Branding men unbelievers 

because of literary works".
Sebastian GÜNTHER, "Takfîr in 9th century 

conservative Muslim circles: Evidence from a 

Manual of Islamic Orthodoxy by Ghulâm Khalîl (d. 

888)".
Sonja BRENTJES, "The rhetoric of conversion and 

unbelief in biographies of scholars of the 

mathematical and medical sciences".
Discussion

Coffee  break

Maribel FIERRO, "Takfîr as bad manners".
Camilla ADANG, "Ibn Hazm's catalogue of kufr".
Discussion

09.30-09.50

09.50-10.10

10.10-10.30

10.30-11.00
11.00-11.30

11.30-11.50

11.50-12.10

12.10-12.30

12.30-13.00
13.00-14.30

14.30-14.50

14.50-15.10

15.10-15.30

15.30-16.00

16.00-16.30

16.30-16.50
16.50-17.10
17.10-17.30

Wednesday 26 October

Eighth  session

Ninth  session

Tenth  session

09.30-09.50

09.50-10.10

10.10-10.30

10.30-11.00

11.00-11.30

11.30-11.50

11.50-12.10

12.10-12.30

12.30-13.00

13.00-14.30

14.30-14.50

14.50-15.10

15.10-15.30

15.30-16.00

16.00-16.30

16.30-16.50  

16.50-17.10

17.10-17.30   
17.30-18.00   

Sajjad RIZVI, "The takfîr of the philosophers: Hikma 
and falsafa in 17th century Safavid Iran".

Intisar RABB, "Intolerable differences: from ikhtilâf 
into takfîr and back".

Ignacio GUTIÉRREZ DE TERÁN, "Takfîr between 

Sunna and Shî?a: the impact of the kutub al-milal 

wa'l-nihal in the current inter-Islamic predicament".

Discussion

Coffee  break

Joas WAGEMAKERS, "Takfîr of democrats and 
democracy among radical Islamists: legitimization, 
differentiation and application".

Justyna NEDZA, "How to convict an 'Islamic state' 
of apostasy? The role of takfîr in contemporary 
Saudi Jihâdism".

Stéphane LACROIX, "The politics of takfîr in 
contemporary Saudi Arabia".

Discussion

Lunch

Roswitha BADRY, "On the takfîr of feminists in 
recent times".

Saud AL-SARHAN, "The doctrine of al-walâ? wa-al-

barâ?a and its relationship to takfîr". 

Ahmad MOUSSALLI, "Islamists and takfîr".

Discussion

Coffee  break

Orkhan MIR-KASIMOV, "'Believers' and 'heretics' 

in the age of Messiahs: self-legitimation of the 

? urûfî doctrine and its reception in the late medieval 

and modern Muslim societies".
Daniel LAV, “ Ibn Taymiyya´s Theology of Faith in       

Modern Intra-Salafi Polemic”.
Discussion
General Discussion:

Josef VAN ESS, Yohanan FRIEDMANN, Wilferd 

MADELUNG

.

Tuesday 25 October

Fifth  session

Sixth  session

Seventh  session

09.00-09.20

09.20-09.40

09.40-10.00

10.00-10.30

10.30-11.00

11.00-11.20

11.20-11.40

11.40-12.00

12.00-12.20

12.20-13.00

13.00-14.30

14.30-14.50

14.50-15.10

15.10-15.30

15.30-16.00

16.00-16.30

20.30    

Eric CHAUMONT, "Accord unanime de la 

Communauté et exclusion de la Communauté".
Robert GLEAVE, "Takfîr and taqiyya in medieval 

Shî?î fiqh".

Hassan ANSARI and Sabine SCHMIDTKE, "Le 

traitement des Mu?arrifites comme des kuffâr".
Discussion

Coffee  break

Daniel DE SMET, "Kufr et takfîr dans l'ismaélisme  

fâ?imide".
Ella LANDAU-TASSERON, "Ibn Taymiyya on 

takfîr".
Judith PFEIFFER, "'Black and white are radiating in 

you': Confessional liminality in Ibn Taymiyya's 

(d.728/1328) writings".
Livnat HOLTZMAN, "Tashbîh, Hashwiyya, and 

Takfîr: Taqî al-Dîn al-Subkî's counterattack on the 

later Hanbalîs".
Discussion

Lunch

Michael EBSTEIN, "'Religions, opinions and beliefs 

are nothing but roads and paths … while the goal is 

one'. Between unity and diversity in Islamic 

mysticism".

Farid BOUCHIBA, "Essai sur la conceptualisation 

du takfîr chez Mu?ammad b. Yûsuf as-Sanûsî; (m. 

895/1490): introduction au commentaire (šarh) de 

ses Muqaddimât ".

Yohanan FRIEDMANN, "Takfîr in late mediaeval 

Muslim books of law”.

Discussion

Coffee  break

Conference Dinner 
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